Born
to Act
The practice paid off
for ITS members
<4 All of my life, I've b<
working toward my acting
goal. I've had all kinds of les-
sons, but ITS has been my
best experience. 99
by Robin Castle
Did Robert Redford, Paul New-
man, or Barbra Streisand start
their acting career in a high
school drama club? Who knows? ITS
proved to be a good beginning for
Clearwater High School students. In-
ternational Thespian Society helped
prepare students for acting by giving
experience in competitions and in
plays. "I've been preparing myself for
an acting career since I can remember.
I've taken dance and singing lessons,
and have done a lot of modeling, all for
my acting career, but I feel that my best
The Drama Department participated in the one-act
play competition at Pinellas Park High School in
February. Louder, I Can't Hear You, a comedy about
a mother who no one listens to, premiered during
second period on our stage the day before the festi-
val. In this scene, Julie Davis, the mother, yells to no
avail at her husband, Dan Meadors, and her son,
Derron Johns.
In one of the climax scenes of But Why Bump Off
Barnaby? Medkins, played by Derron Johns, threat-
ens to kill his relatives to get the family wealth.
experience has been with ITS," said
Tami Sili.
Drama certainly has gotten more
popular. The rapid growth of classes
proved this. The drama classes, taught
by Mrs. Papas, has grown from having
only one class to having five classes,
five different levels and 170 students.
Participation in competitions was
one way to gain valuable experience.
At the district five competition, held at
Osceola High School, CHS received a
superior rating, and also won the En-
semble Acting award for the short play,
Three on a Bench. Members of ITS at-
tended state competitions at U.S.F. in
Tampa, and also in Tallahassee. In Dis-
trict One-Act Competition, they per-
formed the one act play Louder, I Can't
Hear You. Individual events in compe-
titions included dance, solo musicals,
playwriting, monologue, and improvi-
sation. Many students took home
awards and honors from these compe-
titions. Amy Durkee stated, "Competi-
tions make me nervous, but they're
very good experience."
Whether the future held a career un-
der a spotlight or not, ITS proved to be a
good experience, both in acting and in
working with people. "Being in the
Drama club gave me self-confidence
that I needed to feel good about my-
self," one drama student said.?
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